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Hydro Training 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

Hadley, MA 
February 24, 25, 26, 2015 

 
Agenda 

 
Day 1 Speakers (by government entity and order of appearance): 
 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission: Liz Molloy, Brandon Cherry, Emily Carter, Rachel Price, Mike Tust 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Alex Hoar, Paul Phifer, Glenn Smith, Melissa Grader 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service:  Jeff Murphy 

 

Day	  1	   Time	   Topic	   Speaker(s)	  
Feb.	  24	   7:30	   Registration	  	  	   Admin	  Staff	  
	  	   8:00	   Plan	  for	  the	  day	  and	  Logistics	   Alex	  Hoar	  

	  	   8:10	   Welcoming	  Remarks	   Paul	  Phifer	  

	  	   8:40	   What	  is	  FERC?	  	   Liz	  Molloy	  
	  	   9:00	   The	  Federal	  Power	  Act	  -‐	  history	  and	  key	  sections	   Liz	  Molloy	  

	  	   9:20	   What	  is	  a	  hydropower	  project?	   Brandon	  Cherry	  
	  	   9:40	   Types	  of	  FERC	  hydropower	  authorizations	   Brandon	  Cherry	  

	  	   10:00	   Break	  	   on-‐site	  

	  	   10:20	   Understanding	  FERC’s	  licensing	  processes	  (traditional,	  ILP,	  
ALP),	  intervention,	  rehearing	   Emily	  Carter	  

	  	   11:20	   Study	  requests	   Emily	  Carter	  

	  	   11:40	   Dispute	  Resolution	  Process	   Emily	  Carter	  
	  	   12:00	   Lunch	  (on	  site)	   on-‐site	  

	  	   1:00	   How	  to	  Use	  FERC’s	  website	   Rachel	  Price	  

	  	   1:30	   Comprehensive	  plans	   Rachel	  Price	  

	  	   1:50 ESA	  Section	  7	  consultations*	  
Glenn	  Smith	  -‐	  FWS,	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Jeff	  Murphy	  -‐	  NOAA,	  
Mike	  Tust	  -‐	  FERC	  

	  	   3:00 Break	   on-‐site	  

	  	   3:20	   Tool	  Box	  -‐	  Overview	  of	  project	  impacts	   Melissa	  Grader	  

	  	   4:20	   Questions	  and	  Answers	  /	  Parking	  Lot	  Items	   TBD	  

	  	   5:00	   End	  of	  Day	  1	   	  	  
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Agenda - Day 2 

Day 2 Speakers (by government entity and order of appearance): 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Alex Hoar, Frankie Green, Larry Miller, Brett Towler 
Department of the Interior:  Bella Wolitz, Andrew Tittler 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources:  Jeffrey Crocker 
Environmental Protection Agency:  Ralph Abele 
National Park Service:  Kevin Mendik 
Bureau of Indian Affairs:  Harold Peterson 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service:  Sean McDermott 
 

Day	  2	   Time	   Topic	   Speaker(s)	  
Feb.	  25	   7:30	   Registration	  	  -‐	  new	  arrivals	   	  	  
	  	   8:00	   Introduction	  of	  new	  arrivals.	  	  Questions	  from	  Day	  1	   Alex	  Hoar	  
	  	  

8:15	   Roles,	  responsibilities,	  &	  authorities	  of	  Federal	  &	  state	  
resource	  agencies	  &	  federally	  recognized	  tribes	  

Panel:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Jeffrey	  Crocker	  (VT-‐ANR)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Ralph	  Abele	  (EPA)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Frankie	  Green	  (FWS)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Kevin	  Mendik	  (NPS)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Harold	  Peterson	  (BIA/tribes)	  
Sean	  McDermott	  (NOAA)	  

	  	  

	  	   10:00	   Break	   on	  site	  
	  	   10:30	   CWA	  Section	  401	  Water	  Quality	  Certification	   Jeff	  Crocker	  
	  	   11:30	   Federal	  Tribal	  Trust	  Responsibility	   Bella	  Wolitz	  
	  	   12:30	   Lunch	  (on	  site)	   on	  site	  
	  	   1:30	   Recommendations,	  terms	  &	  conditions,	  prescriptions	   Andrew	  Tittler	  
	  	   	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FPA	  10(a)	  -‐	  recommendations	  	   	  	  
	  	   	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FPA	  10(j)	  -‐	  fish	  &	  wildlife	  recommendations	   	  	  
	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FPA	  4(e)	  -‐	  Federal	  Reservations	   	  	  
	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FPA	  18	  -‐	  Prescriptions	  for	  Fishways	   	  	  
	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FPA	  30(c)	  -‐	  Exemptions	  -‐	  basics	  and	  issues	   	  	  
	  	   3:00	   Break	   on	  site	  

	  	   3:20	   Post-‐licensing	  involvement	  and	  compliance	   Larry	  Miller	  
Brett	  Towler	  

	  	   4:40	   Questions	  and	  Answers	   TBD	  
	  	   5:00	   End	  of	  Day	  2	   	  	  
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Agenda - Day 3 

Day 3 Speakers (by government entity and order of appearance): 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Alex Hoar, Brett Towler, Steven Patch 
Department of the Interior:  Andrew Tittler 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission:  Liz Molloy 
Department of the Interior:  Andrew Tittler 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission: Jeff	  Kipp 

 

Day	  3	   Time	   Topic	   Speaker(s)	  
Feb.	  26	   7:30	   Registration	  	  -‐	  new	  arrivals	   	  	  
	  	   8:00	   Tool	  Box	  -‐	  What	  do	  Safe,	  Timely,	  and	  Effective	  mean?	   Alex	  Hoar	  
	  	   8:30	   Tool	  Box	  -‐	  Fish	  Passage	  Engineering	  -‐	  Overview	   Brett	  Towler	  
	  	   9:15	   Surrender,	  revocation,	  dam	  removal	   Liz	  Molloy	  

	  	   10:00	   Break	   	  on	  site	  

	  	  
10:20	   Settlement	  Agreements	   Andrew	  Tittler	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Steve	  Patch	  	  
	  	   11:30	   Atlantic	  States	  Marine	  Fisheries	  Commission	  	  	  	   Jeff	  Kipp	  
	  	   12:00	   Lunch	  (on	  site)	   	  on	  site	  
	  	   1:00	   History	  of	  Fish	  Passage	  Public	  Policy	   Alex	  Hoar	  
	  	   1:30   Prescription	  for	  Fishways	   Alex	  Hoar	  
	  	   3:00   Break	   	  on	  site	  
	  	   3:20   Trial-‐type	  hearing	  and	  alternative	  prescriptions	   Andrew	  Tittler	  
	  	   4:00   Administrative	  Record	   Andrew	  Tittler	  
	  	   4:40   Wrap-‐up	  and	  evaluation	   TBD	  
	  	   5:00   End	  of	  Day	  3	   	  	  

 


